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MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH,  BUILDING  AND 
SANITARY  COMMITTEE,  1947. 


Chairman:  Coun.  E.  R.  Little. 


Vice-Chairman:  Coun.  J.  H.  Temple. 

Couns.  A.  Bridgewater,  F.  H.  Curran,  W.  Low, 
J.  Mawson,  R.  Mohon,  M.  Macdonald,  J.  A.  Robinson, 
J.P.,  E.  Smith,  T.  A.  Walton  and  W.  Walton. 

Also  Chairman  of  the  Council, 

Coun.  N.  F.  Nattrass,  J.  P.,  (ex-officio). 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council, 

Coun.  P.  Ferguson,  (ex-officio) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
Shops  Inspector  and  Rodent  Officer’s  Department, 
Health  Department, 

Villa  Real, 

Consett. 

Telephone:  Consett  148. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  CONSETT 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  Consett  Urban  District  during  1947. 

The  “ Vital  Statistics  ” are  satisfactory  and  a new  low  record  for 
infant  mortality  was  reached  during  the  year.  The  low  zymotic  death- 
rate  and  the  low  tuberculosis  deathrate  are  pleasing  features. 

Housing  forms  one  of  the  major  problems  facing  the  Council. 
The  legal  overcrowding  cases  is  given  as  102  but  a great  deal  of 
illegal  overcrowding  exists  and  cannot  be  dealt  with  until  more 
houses  are  available. 

Meat  inspection  is  now  100  per  cent,  owing  to  the  system  of 
centralised  slaughtering,  which  is  much  better  than  numerous 
scattered  slaughter  houses  throughout  the  area. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  Members  of  the  Staff  for 
their  loyal  co-operation.  The  help  of  Officials  and  Staff  of  other 
departments  has  been  willingly  given  and  I thank  them.  The  whole- 
hearted support  of  the  Chairman  and  all  Members  of  the  Council 
in  Public  Health  work  is  greatly  appreciated. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CONSETT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


INTERIM  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,840 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  38,046 

Population  (estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  1947)  ...  37,040 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  at  the 

end  of  1947  10,464 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £161,616 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £609 

Births  during  1947 — 780.  Birthrate  21.0 

Deaths  during  1947 — 415.  Crude  Deathrate  ...  ...  ...  11.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1947  ...  ...  ...  35.8 

Tuberculosis  Deathrate,  1947  ...  ...  ...  0.50 

Pulmonary — 0.40.  Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  0.10 

Zymotic  Deathrate,  1947  0.10 


CoNSETT  Urban  District. 

The  town  of  Consett  originated  just  over  a century  ago  due  to 
the  working  of  iron-ore  and  coal  mines,  and  with  the  establishment 
of  works,  accommodation  for  workmen  became  necessary. 

This  was  placed  on  the  high  land  forming  the  East  bank  of  the 
Derwent  Valley. 

The  district  was  constituted  a Local  Board  Division  in  1865,  and 
then  covered  an  area  of  1,005  acres  with  a population  of  7,000.  The 
acreage  was  increased  to  1,503  following  a public  inquiry  in  1919, 
and  by  the  time  of  the  1921  census  the  population  had  increased  to 
12,155. 

The  present  district  was  formed  as  a result  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929,  in  1937,  and  now  covers  an  area  of  9,840 
acres  with  a population  of  37,040. 

The  highest  parts  of  the  town  are  nearly  900  feet  above  sea 
level.  The  land  slopes  steeply  on  one  side  to  the  River  Derwent 
which  forms  the  boundary  for  a considerable  distance,  extending 
from  Allansford  to  a point  near  Lintz  Ford.  The  remaining  sides  are 
bounded  by  Stanley  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts.  There 
are  two  parks  for  recreational  purposes,  Consett  Park  on  the  side  of 
a hill  with  beautiful  views  over  the  Derwent  Valley,  and  Sherburn 
Park  which  is  pleasantly  sited  just  off  Medomsley  Road,  and  is 
owned  by  the  Council. 


Frankly,  an  industrial  town,  it  is  fortunate  in  having  the  lovely 
Derwent  Valley  and  the  Waskerley  Moors  within  easy  reach,  so 
that  what  the  town  lacks  in  beauty  is  amply  compensated  for  by  the 
surrounding  countryside. 


Social  Conditions  and  Industries. 

Consett  is  fortunate  in  possessing  a good  social  spirit  among 
its  inhabitants  and  has  many  active  bodies,  voluntary  and  official, 
operating  in  its  area  with  which  the  closest  touch  is  maintained  by 
this  department.  Toe  H. — the  W.V.S. — British  Legion — N.S.P.C.C. — 
and  the  Nursing  Association  are  a few  of  those,  whilst  officers  of 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  Assistance  Board  and 
the  County  Council  render  valuable  help  with  their  specialised 
knowledge  which  is  much  appreciated. 

The  Consett  Iron  Co.  Ltd.,  are  the  main  source  of  industry  in 
the  town  and  among  its  products  are  pig-iron,  many  special  steels, 
silica  bricks  and  coke.  They  are  the  largest  employers  of  labour  in 
the  area.  The  works  have  recently  undergone  extensive  reconstruc- 
tion which  is  still  in  progress.  The  prosperity  of  the  town  is  directly 
dependent  on  the  activity  of  these  works. 

There  are  also  some  55  farms  registered  as  dairies  in  the  area, 
and  549  premises  liable  to  inspection  under  the  Shops  Act,  the  latter 
employing  some  1,090  persons. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  attract  other  industries  to  the  town  and 
we  have  a glove  maker  and  a gown  maker  as  the  forerunners  of 
what  we  hope  will  prove  to  be  several  new  industries. 


Special  Causes  of  Sickness,  Effects  of  Occupation,  etc. 

Scarlet  fever  and  measles  were  prevalent  during  the  year  and 
eight  cases  of  polio-myelitis  occurred  during  the  epidemic.  Apart 
from  the  accident  rate  associated  with  heavy  industries  there  appears 
to  be  no  ill  effect  on  the  health  of  workers  by  reason  of  these 
industries.  There  is  no  statistical  evidence  to  show  that  food 
rationing  has  affected  the  health  of  the  population  in  any  adverse 
way,  and  judging  by  the  low  infant  mortality  rate  and  the  general 
splendid  appearance  of  the  infants  themselves,  my  general  impression 
is  that  young  children  at  least  are  better  off  for  the  supply  of  vita- 
mins and  milk  at  the  Welfare  Centres,  than  ever  before. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live 

Legitimate 

748 

401 

347 

Birthrate  per  1,000  of 

Births 

Illegitimate 

32 

18 

14 

the  estimated  resident 

population  21.0. 

Totals 

780 

419 

361 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still 

Legitimate 

20 

11 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Births 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

births  (live  and  still) 

43.3 

Totals 

20 

11 

9 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

415 

235 

180 

Deathrate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident 
population  11.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes.  Deaths. 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 Rate  per  1,000  (live 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 and  still)  births  1.2. 


Deathrate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  35.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  34.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  62.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  46 

Deaths  from  Measles 3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  1 


Population  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  1947 — 37,040 
Population. 

The  estimated  population  for  mid-year  1947  is  given  by  the 
Registrar-General  as  37,040.  This  is  an  increase  of  280  on  last  year. 
The  population  at  the  1931  Census  was  38,046.  The  figures  for  the 


last  ten  years  are  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

37,340 

37,420 

37,040 

37,040, 

36,210 

35,320 

35,050 

35,310 

36,760 

37,040 

Births,  Birthrate,  etc. 

The  highest  birthrate  for  many  years  was  recorded  during  the 
year,’  21.0  per  thousand  of  the  population,  compared  with  20.5  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  22.2  for  148  Smaller  Towns  having  a 
population  of  25,000  to  50,000.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative 
County  was  22.6.  The  figures  and  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  are 
shewn  in  the  following  table:  — 


Year 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Births 

670 

705 

676 

639 

671 

602 

732 

694 

751 

780 

Rate 

17.9 

18.8 

18.2 

17.2 

18.5 

17.0 

20.8 

19.6 

20.4 

21.0 

Sex  Distribution  of  Births. 

There  were  419  male  and  361  female  births,  the  ratio  being  1,000 
males  to  861  females. 

Deaths,  Deathrate,  etc. 

By  a curious  coincidence  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  death- 
rate  were  exactly  the  same  in  1947  as  in  the  previous  year,  415  deaths 
being  a rate  of  11.2  per  1,000  population.  This  compares  favourably 
with  the  rate  of  12.0  for  England  and  Wales  and  11.9  for  the  Smaller 
Towns.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  11.8.  The 
number  of  deaths  and  the  rates  for  each  of  the  last  10  years  is  given 
in  the  following  table:  — 


Year 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Deaths 

435 

453 

469 

409 

433 

432 

434 

435 

415 

415 

Death- 

rate 

11.5 

12.1 

12.6 

11.0 

11.9 

12.2 

12.0 

12.3 

11.2 

11.2 

Causes  of  Death. 

3.1  per  cent  of  the  deaths  was  due  to  birth  injuries,  whilst  violent 
causes  accounted  for  3.8  per  cent.  Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for 
4.5  per  cent  and  cancer  accounted  for  11  per  cent.  Bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  together  accounted  for  5.3  per  cent.  Inter-cranial  vascular 
lesions  caused  13.4  per  cent  and  heart  disease  24.5  per  cent,  the  last 
two  named  often  forming  a terminal  cause  of  death  in  elderly 
people.  The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:  — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All 

causes 

235 

180 

1. 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers  ... 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

...  — 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

8 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

2 

10. 

Measles 

1 

2 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  2 

0 

12. 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  ... 

1 



Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

5 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

15 

10 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

18. 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

34 

22 

19. 

Heart  disease 

58 

44 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

6 

8 

21. 

Bronchitis 

18 

4 

22. 

Pneumonia 

11 

4 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

4 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

1 

10 

28. 

Nephritis 

5 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

3 

3 

32. 

Congenital  malformity,  birth  injuries,  etc. 

9 

4 

33. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

1 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

10 

3 

36.  All  other  causes 

Zymotic  Deathrate. 

31 

29 

The  number  of  death  from  the  seven  principal  infectious  diseases 
was  four,  the  same  as  last  year.  One  was  due  to  diarrhoea  and  three 
were  caused  by  measles.  This  gives  a low  zymotic  deathrate  of  0.1 
which  is  a decided  improvement  on  the  rates  that  used  to  prevail 
not  so  very  many  years  ago.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County 
was  0.17.  The  rates  for  the  last  10  years  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table : — 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Zymotic  Deathrate  

0.47 

0.40 

0.21 

0.11 

0.24 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Zymotic  Deathrate  

0.14 

0.00 

0.08 

0.10 

0.10 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Only  one  death  occurred  from  causes  associated  with  child-birth. 
There  were  none  from  this  cause  in  1946  or  1945.  The  rate  was  1.2 
per  1,000  total  births  and  when  one  compares  that  figure  with  the 
rate  for  even  so  recently  as  1938,  which  was  7.1,  the  improvement 
is  obvious.  The  number  of  deaths  and  the  rates  for  the  last  10  years 
are  shewn  in  the  following  table:  — 

Year  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

110  0 0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes 
4 12  5 2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Totals  5 2 2 5 2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

7.10  2.68  2.87  7.55  2.8 

1.5 

1.3 

0 

0 

1.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  28  deaths  in  children  under  1 year  of  age.  A new 
low  record  for  your  District  was  established  with  a rate  of  36  per  1,000 
births.  This  is  the  same  rate  as  that  for  148  Smaller  Towns,  but 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales — 41 — and  below  that  of  the 
Administrative  County  which  was  44,  the  lowest  rate  recorded  for 
the  County.  When  one  compares  this  with  the  rate  192  in  1914,  and 
143  in  1921,  some  indication  of  the  vast  saving  in  infant  life  during 
the  last  26  years  can  be  visualised.  It  means  had  the  1914  rate  pre- 
vailed during  1947,  over  four  times  the  number  of  deaths  would  have 
occurred  as  actually  did  occur.  The  table  which  follows  gives  the 
number  of  deaths  and  the  infant  mortality  rates  in  round  figures  for 
the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

1938  1939  1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Rate 

per  1,000  births 

54  72  59 

66 

59 

46 

43 

49 

39 

36 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  a large  proportion 
of  these  28  deaths  actually  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  life, 
(16  cases). 


The  causes  of  death  in  these  children  and  the  ages  are  shown 
in  the  following  table:  — 
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5 Months 

1 

6 Months 

N> 
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- 

8 Months 

1 

9 Months 

H-* 

- 

10  Months 

- 

11  Months 

Still  Births. 

There  were  20  still  births  during  1947,  all  legitimate.  This  gives 
a rate  of  0.54  per  1,000  population  which  is  the  same  as  that  for  148 
comparable  towns.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.50. 
Expressing  this  rate  per  1,000  population  as  the  Registrar-General 
does  is  probably  the  best  means  of  comparing  “ Live  ” with  “ Still  ” 
births.  Another  way  of  expressing  it  is  per  1,000  total  births  which 
probably  gives  a better  guide  to  the  trend.  Both  rates  are  shewn  in 
the  table  which  follows  and  covers  the  last  10  years. 


Year  1938  1939  1940  1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Total  Number 

30  36  21  23 

36 

34 

31 

27 

34 

20 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.80  0.96  0.56  0.62 

0.99 

0.96 

0.88 

0.76 

0.92 

0.54 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

42.8  48.5  30.1  34.7 

50.9 

53.4 

40.6 

37.4 

43.3 

25.6 

Cancer  Mortality. 

There  were  46  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1947,  which  was  11 
per  cent  of  the  total  deaths — Males  22,  Females  24. 

SITE  OF  DISEASE  ACCORDING  TO  SEX. 


MALE  FEMALE 


Rectum 

5 

Rectum  

2 

Lung  

5 

Liver 

2 

Stomach 

6 

Stomach  

4 

Bowel 

2 

Bowel  ...  

3 

Bladder 

1 

Palate  and  Fauces 

1 

Oesophagus 

1 

Pelvis  ...  

1 

Prostate 

2 

Breast  ...  

6 

— 

Uterus  

4 

22 

Ovary  

1 

24 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  — 

John  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Offices  and  duties;  Whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Joint  Areas  of  the  Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  District 
Councils,  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  on  the  duties  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1935. 

(b)  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  F.  Stringfellow. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Food 
Inspectors. 

The  duties  of  this  appointment  which  is  whole-time  are  as  set 
out  in  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London  Regulations.  1935. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors:  — 

H.  Walton,  Cert.  S.I.B.  W.  Telford,  Cert.  S.I.B. 
Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Food 
Inspectors. 

These  appointments  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  and  50%  of  the  salaries  are  payable  from  County  Funds. 

(d)  Shops  Inspector : — 

R.  P.  Jope. 

(e)  Clerical  Staff:  — 

Chief  Clerk,  Miss  P.  E.  Barrow.  Clerk,  W.  A.  Roberts. 
Junior  Clerk,  Miss  M.  Martin. 

(f)  Rodent  Officer:  — 

W.  L.  Armstrong. 

(g)  Home  Visitor  (Scabies,  etc.):  — 

Miss  E.  A.  Pickering. 

Medical  Officers  in  connection  with  Schools,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  Tuberculosis,  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors,  Health 
Visitors,  etc.,  carry  out  various  Public  Health  Activities  in  the 
district.  These  officers  are  appointed  and  controlled  by  the  County 
Council. 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities — 

The  County  Council  have  a scheme  for  the  examination  of 
certain  specimens  at  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 
Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  available  to  assist  in  such  matters 
with  advice  as  to  methods  of  collection,  dispatch,  etc.  These  examina- 
tions are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Government 
Buildings,  Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Milk  Samples  are  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Laboratory, 
King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  the  Urban 
District  Council,  and  advisory  notes  are  sent  to  the  producers  in 
connection  with  Clean  Milk  Production. 

Water  samples  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Bacteriological  examination  and  to  the  County  Public  Analyst, 
Darlington,  in  other  cases. 


(2)  Ambulance  Facilities — 

The  District  is  well  served  by  ambulances. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  ambulances  of  the 
Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Works  Ambulances  and  those  attached  to  most  Collieries  in 
the  area  or  by  the  Consett  Urban  District  Council’s 
Ambulances. 

(c)  Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  for  removal  to  Hospitals  outside 
the  District  are  dealt  with  by  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital 
Board’s  Ambulances,  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  by  that  of  the 
County  Council. 

(d)  After  July  5th,  1948,  the  ambulance  service  will  be  arranged 
by  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  Consett  is  to  be  a Centre 
with  a 24  hour  service. 


SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA  PROVIDED  BY 
DURHAM  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Assistance  with  enquiries  regarding  these  services  will  be 
furnished  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  Council  Offices,  ViUa 
Real,  Consett  on  request. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Child  Welfare  Centre — 

Wether al  House,  Consett. 

Sessions  for  children  are  held  every  Monday  morning  and 
alternate  Thursday  mornings.  Ante-natal  Clinics  Wednesday 
morning  and  afternoon  weekly.  Post-natal  Clinics  alternate 
Thursday  mornings.  Ultra-violet  Ray  Clinics  Monday  and  Thurs- 
day afternoon  weekly.  Dental  Clinic  Thursday  mornings 
monthly. 

Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals. 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill.  Telephone,  Shotley  Bridge  26 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Telephone,  Newcastle  26471. 

Application  for  admission  to  these  homes  should  be  made  to  the 
Ante-natal  clinic  or  Child  Welfare  Centre,  the  Hospital  itself  or 
direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall,  Durham. 

Convalescent  Home — 

The  E.  F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge, 
Telephone,  Shotley  Bridge  27. 

Admits  nursing  mothers  with  their  babies  and  children  under 
five  years  of  age. 

County  Midwifery  Services — 

Under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  a domiciliary  midwifery  service 
is  provided.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  Midwives  available  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Health 
Visitors  or  from  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Consultant  Obstetrical  Services — 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  services  of  consultant 
obstetricians  to  be  available  for  medical  practitioners  attending 
patients  in  the  area  and  a “ Flying  Squad  ” obstetrical  service  is 
available  from  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  at  any  time,  day  or  night.  Telephone,  Newcastle  26471. 

Home  Helps— 

The  services  of  “ Home  Helps  ” are  provided  in  necessitous 
cases  during  the  laying-in  period  of  the  mother.  Particulars  from 
Health  Visitors,  Welfare  Centres  or  County  Medical  Officer. 


Tuberculosis — 

The  County  Scheme  provides  for  free  treatment  and  advice  for 
all  classes  of  patients.  The  Dispensary  is  situated  at  11,  East  Parade, 
Consett  and  attendance  is  from  10-30  a.m.,  Thursdays. 

Tuberculosis  Care  Committee — 

The  Committee  is  composed  of  voluntary  workers.  The  work  is 
varied  and  includes  the  provision  in  necessitous  cases  of  beds, 
bedding,  clothing  and  extra  nourishment.  Patients  are  assisted  as  far 
as  possible  to  obtain  better  housing  accommodation,  in  some  cases 
by  means  of  grants  for  rent  assistance.  The  Secretary,  Tuberculosis 
After  Care  Committee,  20,  New  Elvet,  Durham,  will  deal  with 
enquiries. 

Venereal  Diseases — 

The  County  Council  Scheme  provides  for  free  treatment  and 
advice.  Enquiries  should  be  directed  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  are  dealt  with  in  the  strictest  confidence. 

Welfare  of  the  Blind — 

The  County  Scheme  includes  education  of  blind  children, 
training  of  approved  workers,  treatment  for  prevention  of  blindness, 
etc.  Information  regarding  the  services  can  be  obtained  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer  or  from  Miss  E.  Lees,  Home  Teacher  for  the 
Blind,  5,  Blumont  Terrace,  Consett. 

Care  of  the  Mentally  Defective — 

Parents  or  relatives  in  charge  of  children  or  young  adults  who 
are  mentally  retarded  or  undeveloped  are  invited  to  communicate 
with  the  County  Medical  Officer  or  the  District  Health  Visitors. 

School  Medical  Services — 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  systematic  medical  inspection  of 
school  children  and  for  medical  treatment  of  defects  discovered. 
School  Clinic — Wetheral  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett.  Sessions, 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

General  and  Voluntary  Hospitals  Serving  the  District — 

Members  of  the  public  should  consult  their  own  Doctors 
regarding  the  use  of  the  services  of  these  hospitals:  — 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone, 
Newcastle  21151. 

Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone, 
Jesmond  1453. 

Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone, 
Newcastle  33131. 

Eye  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone,  Newcastle 
28096. 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  Telephone,  Shotley  Bridge 
26. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  reservoirs  controlled  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board 
are  outside  your  Council’s  boundaries.  For  a considerable  number  of 
years  now  there  has  been  no  general  shortage  of  water,  and  odd 
complaints  of  lack  of  pressure  are  receiving  attention.  The  poor 
supply  to  the  High  Hamsterley  Farm  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
connecting  to  the  high  pressure  main. 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis, 
the  results  being  set  out  below;  — 


PLATE  COUNT. 

At  37  "C.  At  20°— 22°C.  Presumptive 

2 days  incubations  days  incubationColiform  Count 
Colonies  per  m.l. Colonies  per  m.l. 


Public  Water  Supply. 

9th  July,  1947  1 40  0 

1,  Taylor’s  Terr.  Bacteriologically  this  is  a satisfactory  sample  of 

water. 

9th  July,  1947  4 1,650  5 

2,  Siemen  St.  Bacteriologically  this  is  an  unsatisfactory  sample 

of  water.  The  differential  coli  test  shews  the 
presence  of  B.Coli  type  1 (faecal). 

31st  July,  1947  2 20  0 

2,  Siemen  St.  Bacteriologically  this  is  a satisfactory  sample  of 
Storage  Reservoir  water 

31st  July,  1947  1 20  0 

2,  Siemen’s  St.  Bacteriologically  this  is  a satisfactory  sample  of 

water. 

Private  Water  Supply  (Spring) 

31st  July,  1947  3,000  30,000  1,600 

Hamsterley  Lodge  Bacteriologically  this  is  a very  unsatisfactory 

sample  of  water. 


No  samples  were  taken  of  the  public  raw  water  supply  or  for 
contamination  by  lead.  Apart  from  action  taken  by  the  Board  at  their 
works  a maximum  length  of  lead  pipe  is  fixed  beyond  which  copper 
lined  pipe  is  required.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  ill  effects  have 
ever  been  noted  as  a result  of  plumbo  solvent  action. 

There  are  no  stand  pipes  in  use  in  the  area  and  out  of  a total 
of  10,464  houses,  10,443  have  service  pipes  connected  from  the  mains 
supply  providing  public  water  for  a population  of  36,980. 


Twenty-one  houses  have  no  public  supply  and  at  present  it  is 
not  practicable  to  provide  the  necessary  mains  in  most  of  these  cases. 
The  occupiers  have  been  notified  of  the  doubtful  quality  of  the  water 
they  are  using  and  have  been  advised  to  boil  all  such  water  before 
using  for  human  consumption. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  disposal  works  at  Ebchester,  Pont,  Crookhall  and  Knitsley 
have  given  satisfactory  results  and  various  defects  have  received 
attention.  Slight  pollution  by  tarry  and  creosote  liquid  ceased  after 
notification  to  the  owners?  The  question  of  delivery  of  gas  liquors 
into  the  sewers  is  under  consideration  and  samples  have  been  sub- 
mitted for  expert  opinion.  A length  of  sewer  near  Grange  Cottage, 
Medomsley,  was  cleansed  and  repaired,  the  blockage  being  due  to 
colliery  subsidence.  The  sewage  tank  at  Briar  Dale  is  still  in  use  as 
a temporary  method  of  dealing  with  sewage  from  the  new  housing 
site.  This  arrangement  is  now  quite  inadequate  for  the  purpose  and 
the  provision  of  new  disposal  works  at  Knitsley  is  being  pressed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  A tank  and  filter  formerly  taking  the 
sewage  from  six  houses  at  Baxton  Cottages  has  been  abolished  and 
the  drainage  connected  up  to  the  main  sewers. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

34  Ashpit  Privies  and  10  Ash  Closets  have  been  converted  to 
Water  Closets  and  at  Consett  Church  Schools  a block  of  6 Trough 
Closets  were  replaced  by  separate  wash  down  basins.  The  difficult 
supply  position  has  held  up  this  work  but  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  provision  of  sewers  and  the  necessary  manholes 
in  the  areas  of  Allendale,  High  Westwood,  Low  Westwood,  Derwent 
Cottages  and  Bradley  Square. 

At  December,  1947,  the  types  of  closet  in  use  in  the  Council’s 
area  were  as  follows:  — 

Water  Closets  ...  10,298 

Ash  Closets  ...  591 

Ashpit  Privies  ...  449 

Public  Cleansing. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  considerable  dislocation 
of  this  work  due  to  the  abnormal  snow  storms,  and  as  refuse  was 
dumped  in  yards  and  streets  it  took  considerable  time  to  overcome 
the  position.  Apart  from  this  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
own  staff  was  satisfactory,  but  complaints  were  again  received  in 
districts  cleansed  by  Contractors  and  in  a number  of  instances 
Council  transport  had  to  be  used  to  bring  the  work  up  to  date.  An 
additional  wagon  was  received  during  the  year  and  another  is 
expected  soon.  This  transport  will  enable  the  Council  to  extend  direct 
labour  and  will  leave  only  5 small  areas  to  be  cleansed  by  Con- 
tractors (Delves  1,  Crookhall  1,  Leadgate  1,  Medomsley  2).  Tips 
situated  in  various  parts  of  the  district  have  received  attention  as  to 
fencing,  and  levelling,  and  the  keeping  down  of  rats  infestation  is 
given  particular  care. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Particulars  of  work  done  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  are  set  out  below. 


Informal 

Notices. 

Formal  Notices 
by  order  of 

Local  Authority. 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

Foul  Conditions 

10 

10 

Structural  Defects 

644 

, 2 

392 

Overcrowding 

23 

12 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

2 

2 

Cowsheds 

19 

19 

Bakehouses 

7 

7 

Slaughter  Houses 

3 

3 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

82 

82 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  27 

27 

Water  Closets 

65 

60 

Defective  yard  paving  ... 

1 

1 

Drainage  faults 

94 

94 

W ater  Supply 

15 

14 

Animals  improperly  kept 

1 

1 

Ash  Bins  renewed 

117 

2 

106 

Other  Nuisances 

25 

25 

Total 

1,135 

4 

855 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

90  houses  were  visited  following  notification  of  Infectious 
Disease  and  disinfectants  supplied  to  the  occupiers.  It  was  not 
found  necessary  to  close  or  disinfect  any  school  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

95  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act.  Several  new  businesses 
have  started  recently,  three  being  connected  with  glove  making  and 
ladies’  and  gentlemen’s  tailoring.  Extensions  and  improvements  are 
in  hand  to  the  Laundry  at  Blackhill.  One  bakery  has  been  improved 
and  renovated  and  in  another  case  the  occupier  is  hoping  to  remove 
to  premises  having  more  scope  for  improvement.  The  difficult 
building  position  has  no  doubt  held  up  the  schemes,  and  generally 
any  new  business  has  at  the  moment  to  make  do  with  existing 
buildings.  The  provision  of  a Trading  Estate  has  been  under  con- 
sideration for  some  time  and  when  in  actual  being  might  supply  the 
space  and  accommodation  for  business  expansion. 


There  are  very  few  outworkers  employed  in  the  area,  and  only 
four  notices  were  received  from  employers  in  respect  of  persons 
engaged  in  the  altering  of  wearing  apparel. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecut’ns 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1/4  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

46 

26 

1 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  to  which  Section  7 
applies. 

86 

69 

12_ 

Nil 

Total 

132 

95 

13 

Nil 

Number  of  cases 

in  which  ! 

Ui 

C 

Particulars 

defects  were 

found. 

CJ 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

o 

Inspector 

InspectOi 

Dh 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

Ineffective  floor  drainage  . 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

1 

defective  

5 

4 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

Other  offences  

3 

3 

1 

Total  . . 

13 

10 

1 

3 

Nil 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

A total  of  357  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
requirements  under  this  Act.  Considerable  work  is  still  required  in 
the  provision  of  facilities  as  set  out  in  Section  10  of  the  Act  relating 
to  closet  accommodation,  washing,  heating,  etc.  The  following  defects 


were  made  good  during  the  year:  — 

Defective  Water  Closets  renewed  ...  2 

Extra  Water  Closets  provided  ...  4 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  5 

Drainage  defects  repaired  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  4 

Refuse  storage  provided  ...  1 
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SHOPS  ACT. 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  TRADES 


HOUSING. 


Miners’  Hostel,  Leadgate. 

These  premises  are  still  in  occupation  and  there  are  40  families 
at  present  living  in  the  Nissen  huts  and  other  quarters,  a total  of 
approximately  79  adults  and  36  children.  Various  other  parts  of 
these  buildings  are  being  altered  to  provide  housing  accommodation 
for  further  families.  Frankly,  I do  not  like  some  of  this  accommoda- 
tion for  children  and  the  limited  space  is  not  free  from  certain  public 
health  dangers.  The  present  dysentery  outbreak  is  an  example. 

Council  Housing  Schemes. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  and  the  work  done  during  the 
year  under  review  i.*:  briefly  as  follows : — 

Hamsterley  Colliery. 

22  Temporary  prefabricated  houses  erected  and  let. 

7 Traditional  houses  erected  and  let. 

34  Traditional  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

Delves. 

64  Traditional  houses  erected  and  let. 

4 Traditional  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

93  Aluminium  houses  erected  but  not  let. 

Pont  Head,  Leadgate. 

14  Traditional  houses  erected  and  let. 

34  Traditional  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

Ebchester. 

16  Traditional  houses  erected  and  let. 

Medomsley. 

12  Traditional  houses  for  Aged  Persons  in  course  of  erection. 
Work  in  preliminary  stages  for  provision  of  further  76  houses. 

Blackhill — Richard  Murray  Hospital  Estate. 

22  B.I.S.F.  houses  erected  and  let. 

110  B.I.S.F.  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

2 Stone  faced  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

Blackhill — Cutler’s  Hall  Site. 

Roads  and  sewer  work  completed. 

Moorside. 

12  Traditional  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

68  B.I.S.F.  houses  in;  course  of  erection. 

Woodlands  Road,  Shotley  Bridge. 

The  erection  of  28  Traditional  houses  by  direct  labour  is  in  hand. 
This  gives  a total  of  houses  of  all  types  erected  and  let  145, 
houses  erected  but  not  let  93,  houses  in  course  of  erection  276. 

Private  Enterprise. 

Habitation  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  16  houses 
erected  by  private  builders,  mainly  at  Hamsterley  Mill  and 
Ebchester,  and  21  further  houses  are  in  course  of  erection. 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...,  4 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  the  owners  have  given 
undertakings  not  to  use  the  houses  for  human  habitation  1 

Number  of  houses  actually  demolished  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

So  far  as  possible  your  Council  have  avoided  making  Closing  or 
Demolition  Orders  wherever  the  life  of  the  property  could  be  reason- 
ably extended,  but  in  the  cases  indicated  above  most  of  the  houses 
were  in  ruinous  condition.  The  two  cottages  demolished  formed  part 
of  a pre-war  Clearance  Area. 


Overcrowding. 

A further  11  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during 
the  year  and  12  cases  were  abated,  leaving  the  total  known  cases  of 


legal  overcrowding  recorded  102. 

New  cases  discovered — families  grown  to  overcrowding...  11 
Cases  abated — by  removal  to  Council  houses  ...  ...  7 

Cases  abated — by  removal  to  private  houses  ...  ...  4 

Cases  abated — by  reduction  in  family  ...  ...  1 

Total  families  on  overcrowding  list  ...  ...  102 


Milk  Supply. 

120  visits  were  made  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  No  extensive 
alterations  have  been  carried  out  but  in  3 cases  the  water  supply 
position  was  improved  at  High  Hamsterley  Farm,  Mains  Farm  and 
Bunker  Hill.  Two  producers  were  placed  on  the  Accredited  List  and 
three  other  producers  are  trying  to  attain  the  Tuberculin  Tested 
Standard.  The  following  licences  and  registrations  were  in  force  in 


the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

No.  of  Farms  registered  as  Dairies...  ...  ...  55 

Other  registered  Dairies  .. . ...  ...,  ...  22 

Wholesale  Producers  only  ...  ...  ...  24 

Retail  Purveyors  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  54 

Retail  Purveyors  from  outside  areas  ...  ...  12 

Accredited  Producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  Licences  (Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pasteurised  Licences  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  2 


3 samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  connection  with  the  production 
of  Accredited  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  each  satisfied  the 
Coliform  Content  and  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Two  Slaughter  Houses  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  are 
still  in  use  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  distribution  to  Butchers 
in  Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  areas.  A further  small  depot 
is  used  for  the  storage  and  distribution  of  imported  meat.  Your 
Council  has  again  raised  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a new 
Abbatoir  with  all  modern  accessories,  and  although  in  present 
circumstances  the  possibility  of  such  building  is  remote  the  matter  is 
being  kept  in  mind  as  being  of  considerable  importance. 

Mechanical  slaughter  of  animals  has  been  carried  out  without 
any  trouble  or  complaint  of  any  kind.  Details  of  animals  slaughtered 
are  as  set  out  below:  — 


Bulls 

34 

Bullocks 

303 

Cows 

593 

Heifers  ... 

1,122 

Calves  ... 

980 

Sheep 

7,204 

Pigs 

52 

Total  10,288 


The  following  animals  were  sent  in  for  slaughter  as  casualties. 
Actually  many  of  these  are  not  casualties  in  the  true  sense  but  rather 
animals  which  are  worn  out  or  suffering  from  some  diseased  condi- 
tion, and  the  percentage  condemned  is  high. 


Bulls 

13 

Bullocks 

11 

Cows 

. . . 

124 

Heifers  ... 

28 

Calves  ... 

70 

Sheep 

117 

Pigs 

19 

Total 

382 

Thus  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
was  10,670.  One  hundred  per  cent  examination  was  maintained  and 
the  attached  list  gives  particulars  of  carcases  and  organs,  etc., 
rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  the  diseased  or 
unsound  condition  causing  such  rejection. 
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TOTAL  CARCASES,  ETC.,  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1947. 


In  addition  to  home  killed  meat  the  following  imported  food 
was  distributed  to  the  trade:  — 

Imported  Meat. 


Hind  Quarters  Beef 

3,591 

Fore  Quarters  Beef,  etc. 

3,003 

Sheep 

4,742 

Lambs 

17,041 

12  oz.  tins  Corned  Beef 

214,704 

6 lb.  tins  Corned  Beef 

30,396 

12  oz.  tins  Corned  Mutton 

17,472 

Disease  in  imported  food  is  rarely  found  and  the  following  frozen 
carcases,  etc.,  condemned  were  found  to  be  in  unsound  condition 
through  decomposition  or  bone  taint:  — 

Corned  Beef  ...  3,234  lbs. 

Frozen  Beef  ...  1,721  lbs. 

Frozen  Sheep  ...  143  Carcases 


Other  Foodstuffs. 

The  various  articles  of  food  indicated  below  were  examined  at 
retail  shops,  warehouses,  etc.,  and  were  found  to  be  unsound, 
unwholesome  or  so  damaged  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Tinned 

Goods. 

4 tins  Bacon 

351  tins  Milk 

4 „ Pease  Pudding 

322 

Vegetables 

2 „ Dried  Egg 

303 

>> 

Meat 

2 „ Fried  Fishcakes 

228 

»> 

Fish 

1 tin  Potatoes 

104 

)> 

Fruit 

77 

>> 

Jam 

Bottled  Goods. 

69 

Tomatoes 

31  Jars  Pickles 

43 

M.  and  V. 

28  Jars  Jam 

30 

>> 

Beetroot 

9 Jars  Fishpaste 

17 

Syrup 

8 Jars  Pickled  Cabbage 

15 

»» 

Soup 

5 Bottles  Sauce 

12 

>> 

Puddings 

2 Jars  Mustard 

7 

Macaroni 

1 Jar  Mince  Meat 

5 

Orange  Juice 

1 Jar  Rhubarb 

5 

Spaghetti 

1 Jar  Piccallili 

Various  Foodstuffs. 

215  lbs.  Prunes 
136  lbs.  Apricots 
178  lbs  Cod 
96  lbs.  Kippers 
256  lbs.  Fishcakes 
16  doz.  Baked  Herrings 
136  doz.  Pkts.  Pudding  Mixtures 
131  Pkts.  Cereal  Foods 
27  Pkts.  Semolina 
109  lbs.  Macaroni 
168  Eggs 
119  Meat  Pies 

47  lbs.  (20)  Imported  Chickens 


40i  lbs.  Cooked  Rabbit 
40  lbs.  Cooked  Mince  Meat 
9 lbs.  Beef  Sausage 
6i  lbs,  Black  Puddings 
4i  lbs.  Cooked  Bath  Chops 
3 lbs.  Cooked  Chicken 
36  stones  Potatoes 
47  lbs.  Flour 
9 lbs.  Ham 

5 lbs.  Butter 

3 lbs.  Split  Peas 

6 Pkts.  Suet 

3 Pkts.  Dried  Egg 
1 Pkt.  Dates 


Circular  2886. 

Unsound  foodstuffs  returned  to  Ministry  of  Food  through  trade 
channels. 

254  lbs.  Sugar 
95  lbs.  10  ozs.  Bacon 
96J  lbs.  Cheese 
31f  lbs.  Butter 


Private  Slaughtering. 

73  pigs  slaughtered  under  licence  for  private  use  were  examined 
in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

In  connection  with  the  production  and  storage  of  foodstuffs 
under  this  Act,  255  visits  were  made  to  various  premises.  At  present 
8 premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  and  the 
occupiers  have  been  interviewed  with  a view  to  the  provision  of 
adequate  plant  and  facilities  for  carrying  out  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  Two  small  producers  have  indicated 
they  do  not  intend  to  purchase  the  necessary  machinery  and  there- 
fore have  ceased  to  function.  In  the  six  remaining  cases  the 
occupiers  are  endeavouring  to  conform  with  the  new  requirements 
and  in  three  cases  plans  for  improvement  and  extension  of  premises 
to  house  the  equipment  have  been  approved. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT.  1919. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943.  S.R.  and  O.  No.  680. 

A total  of  1,045  visits  were  made  during  the  year  including 
Council  properties,  business  premises  and  private  dwellings. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  N.S.  12,  two 
treatments  of  Sewers  and  Sewage  Works  were  carried  out  at  six 
monthly  intervals.  This  work  included  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  of 
approximately  300  manholes  where  infestations  were  known  to  exist 
and  the  test  baiting  of  a further  132  manholes  representing  10%  of 
the  remainder.  Similar  work  in  conjunction  with  the  above  was 
undertaken  at  Sewage  Works  at  Crookhall,  Pont,  Salem  and 
Ebchester.  A marked  improvement  was  observed  in  all  cases. 
Inspection  of  tips  was  maintained  and  infestations  observed  at 
Cutler’s  Hall,  Crookhall,  Fell  Farm  and  Medomsley  Road  were 
treated  by  pre-baiting  and  poisoning. 

The  survey  of  the  area  in  sections  as  required  by  Circular  N.S. 
12  was  continued  during  the  year  and  a total  of  46  treatments  were 
carried  out  involving  27  business  premises  and  19  dwelling  houses. 
In  6 cases  extensive  rat  proofing  was  undertaken  by  the  owners  and 
occupiers  concerned. 

The  conversion  of  the  existing  closet  accommodation  to  the  water 
carriage  system  at  Derwent  Cottages,  Allendale  Cottages  and  High 
and  Low  Westwood  will  considerably  reduce  the  possibility  of 
infestation  in  these  areas.  The  grant  aid  for  the  work  of  rodent 
control  is  due  to  expire  on  31st  March,  1948,  and  every  endeavour  is 
being  made  to  complete  the  various  schemes  by  that  date. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

There  were  514  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  in  your  area,  compared  with  403  in  the  previous  year. 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  414  cases  out  of  the 
total  514.  These  infections  largely  account  for  the  increase  in 
notifications  which  are  still  well  below  the  figures  notified  in  1940, 
i.e.,  1,586.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
and  the  number  admitted  to  an  isolation  hospital  or  already  in  an 
institution,  for  the  last  10  years. 
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I Hospital 

Notified 
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Hospital  _ 
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! Admitted 
Hospital 

Notified 

I Admitted 
_Hc»pital_ 

Notified 

Admitted 

l_Hospital 

I Notified 

Admitted 

Hospital 

j Notified 

Admitted 

Hospital 

Notified 

Admitted 

Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  64  cases  notified,  generally  of  a mild  type  and  free 
from  complications.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  a mild 
epidemic  of  Streptococcal  sore  throats,  many  without  the  rash 
associated  with  scarlet  fever,  and  such  cases  escape  notification, 
though  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  was  the  same  infection. 


Diphtheria. 

There  was  only  1 true  case  during  the  year  in  an  adult.  There 
were  actually  ten  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria  sent  to  hospital  but 
9 of  these  were  found  not  to  be  diphtheria.  A reference  to  the  table 
will  show  the  remarkable  fall  in  diphtheria  notifications  which  amply 
justifies  all  the  efforts  put  into  the  case  for  diphtheria  immunisation 
over  the  last  12  years.  The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  tackling 
this  problem  so  energetically  and  in  reducing  this  menace  to  child- 
life  to  such  insignificant  proportions. 

The  results  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table  which  covers  the 
last  21  years:  — 


Year 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

Cases  notified  

95 

129 

140 

141 

49 

60 

183 

Deaths 

9 

11 

6 

5 

2 

2 

11 

Year 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Cases  notified 

234 

150 

164 

180 

154 

73 

10 

Deaths 

16 

15 

16 

15 

14 

11 

3 

Year 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Cases  notified 

18 

18 

29 

33 

13 

14 

1 

Deaths 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Of  the  33  fatal 

cases 

since 

1938— 

-32  were  definitely 

non- 

immunised  and  1 doubtful. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

There  is  again  a satisfactory  year’s  work  to  record,  and  the 
adjusted  figures  at  the  end  of  1947  were:  — 

Children  under  5 years  who  had  received  2 doses  of  A.P.T.=1,515 

=47.8% 

Children  over  5 years  and  under  15  received  2 doses  of  A.P.T.=4,747 

=77.8% 

A further  total  of  285  children  received  reinforcing  doses  during 
1947. 


Measles. 

This  disease  was  epidemic  during  1947  and  385  cases  were 
notified,  3 deaths  were  recorded.  Thirteen  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  isolation  hospital,  usually  because  of  bad  home  conditions  or 
chest  complications.  I have  been  informed  by  several  of  the 
practitioners  in  my  area,  that  some  of  the  measles  cases  treated  at 
home  were  very  severe  indeed. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  only  29  cases  notified  in  1947  compared  with  108 
in  1946.  Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths. 

Infantile-paralysis. 

There  were  10  cases  sent  to  hospital  suspected  of  this  disease, 
and  8 were  confirmed.  There  were  2 deaths  from  this  disease. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  during  1947  was  59.  The 
position  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the 
notifications,  etc.,  for  the  last  ten  years:  — 


Year 

Total 

Noti- 

fica- 

tions 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Deaths 

Recovered 

Removed 

from 

Area 

1938 

49 

23 

26 

27 

13 

6 

1939 

49 

35 

14 

23 

— 

4 

1940 

39 

25 

14 

13 

10 

6 

1941 

39 

26 

13 

18 

10 

7 

1942 

39 

17 

22 

12 

4 

7 

1943 

43 

31 

12 

24 

3 

8 

1944 

77 

45 

32 

18 

5 

4 

1945 

54 

34 

20 

28 

19 

4 

1946 

47 

33 

14 

17 

9 

3 

1947 

59 

43 

16 

20 

11 

5 

Totals 

495 

312 

183 

200 

84 

54 

The  state  of  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1938  was  99 
pulmonary  and  85  non-pulmonary  cases,  at  the  end  of  1947  the 
corresponding  figures  were  204  and  152. 


The  housing  of  Tubercular  families  has  received  considerable 
attention  in  your  district  for  many  years,  and  whilst  war  conditions 
have  slowed  up  the  process  of  rehousing,  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
building,  a number  of  families  in  bad  circumstances  have  been  dealt 
with  and  the  Housing  Department  provided  with  a list  of  suitable 
cases  for  rehousing  as  circumstances  permit.  Sixteen  families  were 
so  dealt  with  in  1947. 


Tuberculosis  Deathrate. 

This  was  lower  during  1947  than  in  1946,  0.50  per  1,000 
population  compared  with  0.68.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative 
County  was  0.40.  The  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  table:  — 


Year 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate 

0.72 

0.66 

0.43 

0.51 

0.58 

0.67 

0.79 

0.48 

0.68 

0.50 

Pulmonary  

0.48 

0.61 

0.30 

0.41 

0.34 

0.61 

0.51 

0.39 

0.46 

0.40 

Non-pulmonary 

0.24 

0.05 

0.13 

0.10 

0.24 

0.06 

0.28 

0.09 

0.22 

0.10 

Scabies  and  Infestation. 

There  was  again  a big  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  coming  to  our 
notice  during  the  year.  There  were  74  cases  with  49  contacts  treated. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  1946  were  248  cases  and  194  contacts. 
Sixteen  instances  of  re-infestation  were  found  and  25  families  were 
involved.  In  addition  a further  23  cases  were  treated  for  septic  skin 
conditions.  The  full  co-operation  of  the  families  concerned  was 
obtained  and  a total  of  305  visits  made. 


Itt  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  success  that  has 
been  achieved  since  1942  by  the  Council’s  vigorous  policy  in  dealing 
with  this  problem. 


Year 

Cases 

Scabies 

Known 

Contacts 

Reinfes- 

tations 

Families 

Affected 

1942 

444 

387 

1943 

423 

462 

49 

167 

1944 

475 

400 

47 

169 

1945 

285 

248 

27 

92 

1946 

248 

194 

18 

77 

1947 

74 

49 

16 

25 

Health  Education. 

The  Journal  “ Better  Health  ” was  circulated  monthly  to  various 
associations,  schools,  etc.,  in  the  district,  and  suitable  leafiets  on 
scabies,  diphtheria  immunisation,  venereal  diseases,  etc.,  were  used 
as  opportunity  occurred.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  addressed 
various  meetings  on  a variety  of  Public  Health  subjects. 


Annual  Report  of  Rainfall,  1947. 

Mr.  Hutton,  Surveyor,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information. : — 

Rainfall  for  1947,  including  snowfalls,  was  slightly  above 
average,  and  above  that  of  1946  when  27.16  inches  were  recorded. 

The  four  wettest  days  of  1947  were  July  26th  (1.30  ins.),  April 
21st  (1.28  ins.),  November  11th  (.92  ins.),  and  March  13th  (.85  ins.). 
Incidentally,  July  26th  of  1946  was  the  wettest  day  of  the  year,  but 
only  .99  ins.  of  rain  fell. 

Snow  fell  on  34  days,  falls  being  exceptionally  heavy.  This  year 
had  the  heaviest  falls  and  is  a record  over  the  26  years  I have  been 
observing. 

Thunder  was  heard  on  10  days,  the  heaviest  peals  being  in  May, 
June  and  July. 


Fog  was  noted  on  44  days,  which  includes  early  morning  mists. 


Month 

Rainfall 

Heaviest 

No  of  days 

No.  of  days 

in  inches 

daily  fall 

rain  fell 

snow  fell 

January 

2.10 

8th  day 

17 

4 

February 

5.32 

3rd  „ 

1 

19 

March 

4.81 

13th  „ 

14 

8 

April 

4.72 

21st  „ 

11 

May 

1.90 

3rd  „ 

16 

June 

2.50 

14th  „ 

18 

July 

2.71 

26th  „ 

18 

August 

3.53 

2nd  „ 

2 

September 

.25 

12th  „ 

16 

October 

1.51 

24th  „ 

9 

November 

.84 

11th  „ 

11 

2 

December 

2.32 

5th  „ 

16 

1 

Totals 

32.51 

149 

34 

The  driest  periods  without  rain  were  as  follows : — 

August  5th  to  September  6th  — 33  days 
April  9th  to  April  19th  — 11  days 

May  15th  to  May  25th  — 11  days 

The  Council  is  not  yet  in  possession  of  a sunshine  recorder,  but 
records  taken  at  The  Forestry  Commission,  Chopwell  Wood, 
Rowlands  Gill,  are  given  as  follows:  — 

Total  sunshine  for  year  1348.3  hours,  as  against  1262  hours  in 
1946. 

August  1947  had  the  most  sunshine  with  230.8  hours.  May 
coming  next  with  179.9  hours. 

The  coldest  day  was  on  March  4th,  1947,  when  25°  of  frost  was 
recorded. 
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